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Message from the  
Executive Director 
 

Welcome to the April issue of JBI Matters for 2014. 

Let me firstly wish everyone a Happy Easter. 

Easter is the time of the year when Christians 

remember the Death and Resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. Because the Church calendar follows the 

moon, Easter Day can be on any Sunday from 22 

March to 25 April, so for those of you in our 

Collaborating Centres for whom Easter Sunday 

has already passed, please accept my belated 

wishes. 

As I enter my sec ond month as Executive Director 

and Head of School, it is becoming clearer to me 

the scope and breath of our work, the impact 

we make on health care globally, and the 

potential that we have to continue making our  

mark. It is along these lines  that we ran a 

ôWelcome to the futureõ symposium early this 

month, where we explored future models and 

trends to help us continually improve evidence -

based health care research.  

While I have no basis for comparison, April was 

an excepti onally busy month at JBI with an influx 

of overseas and interstate visitors, clinical fellows, 

students and participants who came not only for  

 

the symposium but other activities as well, which 

you will read about in this issue. The JBI Advisory 

Board  had its first meeting this year, face -to -face, 

and this forum was the ideal springboard for me 

to gather my thoughts on my vision for JBI which 

will no doubt filter down to you eventually.  

On the higher degrees by research student front, 

we ran Research S chool, and I have been 

impressed with both the students and the quality 

of thei r research topics . An example is 

showcased in this issue, a systematic review on 

the obstacles that prevent rural men from taking 

up mental health services. I hope you enjoy 

uncovering the complexi ties of this important 

phenomenon.   

Our National Conference , themed ôGreat 

Expectations õ, will be held in July this year,  and I 

would like to take this opportunity to urge all of 

you , particularly Alumni members, to attend as it 

has a strong focus on clinical fellows . 

Over the next month I will be embarking on 

overseas business travel where, among other 

activities, I will be meeting with Directors of the 

Joanna Briggs Collaboration in The Americas and 

our partners  in Wolters Kluwer Health . Iõm sure this 

will crystallise for me the reality and extent of JBIõs 

ge ographical reach w hen I put faces to  

names.  

 

I look forward to working with all of you as we  

shape and create a robust, technology -driven 

Institute which is aligned and integrated wit h 

local, national and international health care 

priorities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professor Lyle Palmer  

Executive Director  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

4 

Welcome to the future 
Alignment with local, national and international 

health priorities, students, topics and research; 

and strategic collabora tions and closer 

integration with government, health institutions 

and academia were among  the priorities the 

new JBI Executive Director set out  in his 

presentation at the ôWelcome to the futureõ JBI 

Symposium held in Adelaide on 1 April.  

Prof Lyle Palmerõs strategic vision for JBI came 

after he shared his work in the Ontario Health 

Study (OHS), of which he was founding Executive 

Scientific Director, prior to his return to Australia to 

take up his current ap pointment. His 

presentation, ôWhere Iõve been and where we 

might go togetherõ, was one of the four delivered 

at  the half -day  symposium.  

The symposium was opened by Hon Rob Knowles 

AM, Chair of the JBI Advisor y Board.  

Prof Margaret Harrison, Professor, School of 

Nursing, Community Health and Epidemiology, 

Senior Scientist Practice and Research in Nursing 

(PRN) Group, Queenõs University, Ontario, 

Canada , in her presentation, emphasised the 

importance of the facilitation as a key ingredient 

when taking evidence to the field.  

 

ôThe pragmatics is where the rubber hits the road 

when it comes to knowledge translation,õ she 

said.  

ôIt is a process rather than a single action or a 

specific person. It involves a set of competencies 

and an engagement process that leads to 

ownership,õ Prof Harrison added . 

Her presentation, ôFacilitation models and 

me thods for effective knowledge translation õ, 

provided interesting insights into the logistics of 

implementing changes at the local/practice 

levels. 

Prof Jos Kleijnen, Director, Kleijnen Systematic 

Reviews Pty Ltd based in the UK. Professor of 

Systematic Rev iews in Health Care, Maastri cht 

University, the Netherlands, in his presentation, 

ôNew synthesis methodologies and their 

relevance in the current healthcare climate õ, 

stressed the need for continuous development of 

http://www.ontariohealthstudy.ca/
http://www.ontariohealthstudy.ca/
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new methods  in to ensure that  systematic reviews 

are of high quality.  

Prof Kleijnen  cited mixed method reviews, 

umbrella reviews , and p revalence and incidence 

reviews  as methods ôof the futureõ for which JBI 

has already developed guidelines. Diagnostic 

accuracy , p rognosis, scoping  and a etiology , he 

said, were other such methodologies for which 

JBI is in the process of developing guidance.  

In his presentation, ôStakeholder engagement in 

knowledge translation: the public, healthcare 

providers, health system managers, policy 

makers, researchers õ, Assoc  Prof Ian Graham, 

School of Nursing, University of Ottawa and 

Senior Scientist, Clinical Epidemiology Program of 

the Ott awa Hospital Research Institute, spoke 

about the l ogic model for stakeholder 

engagement , the value and impact of 

engagement  and JBIõs approach to stakeholder 

engagement . 

He explained levels of engagement based on a  

continu um of activities, ranging from ôpushõ to 

true engagement and exchange .  

The bottom line, Assoc Prof Graham  said, is that 

stakeholder engagement is good for JBI  and the 

Joanna Briggs Collaboration (JBC)  business; 

ensures all processes, and  products meet needs 

of end users ; creates potential advocates for 

JBI/JBC, and accelerates and increases impact . 

JBI launches new Renal node 
by Dr Matthew Stephenson  

The new JBI Renal Care node is now live on JBI -

CONNECT+. The Renal Care node provides 

evidence -based resources in renal care, with a 

focus on renal nursing.  

Its Expert Reference Group (ERG) gu ides the 

direction and scope of the node and review 

content that is developed. The ERG consists of 13 

experts from a range of renal specialties and is 

chaired by Assoc Prof Paul Bennett (Centre for 

Nursing Research, Deakin University and Chief 

Editor of th e Renal Society of Australasia Journal) 

and Tiffany Whittington (Central Northern 

Adelaide Renal and Transplantation Service and 

Secretary of the Renal Society of Australasia 

Federal Board).  

The first teleconference of the ERG was held in 

December 2013, with the devel opment of a 

taxonomy a high priority for the group. The 

taxonomy provides the structure for the content 

of the node, with the major topic headings 

including home -based dialysis, centre -based 

dialysis, renal transplantation, chronic kidney 

disease, and supportive care.  

Content for the node currently includes 

approximately 30 documents, consisting of 

Evidence Summaries (short documents that 

concisely summarise the best available evidence 

on specific topics) and Recommended Practices 

(documents t hat accompany some Evidence 

Summaries and provide step -by -step procedural 

information and equipment requirements where 

applicable). Existing content covers aspects of 

peritoneal dialysis, haemodialysis, and chronic 

kidney disease to name a few. These  are  now 

accessible to users via JBI-COnNECT+ Renal Care  

as well as JBI@Ovid.  

The Renal Care n ode has a strong linkage with 

the Renal Society of Australasia (RSA), who 

secured funding for the establishment of the 

node,  and all RSA members are provided with 

access to the nodeõs resources. Promotion of the 

node will be a high priority, to facilitate 

awareness and use of the resources by members 

and continued interest in the further 

development of the node. The JBI Directo r 

Implementation Science, Assoc Prof Craig 

Lockwood , will deliver a keynote address at the 

RSA conference in August and, in addition, a 

workshop will be delivered with a focus on the 

use of evidence -based 

audit criteria to facilitate 

clinical audit and 

pra ctice improvement in 

renal care.  

http://connect.jbiconnectplus.org/Search.aspx







































